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JJcLennan County. 


M CLENNAN is the center of the central group 
of counties of Central Texas, whose capital 
city is Waco. It is bisected by the Brazos, the 
largest river in the state. 

TOPOGRAPHY. 

The western part of the county is a plateau, 
whose mean elevation above the river banks is 
about 250 feet. This plateau is mostly prairie, 
with occasional “motts” of timber, sufficient for 
domestic purposes. The surface is undulating, 
affording drainage, without scouring. 

The eastern half while not as elevated, yet is 
happily diversified with prairie and timber' pre¬ 
senting a combination that makes glad the heart 
of the farmer. 

SOIL. 

The valley of the Brazos has not only a state 
reputation for fertility, but its enormous yield of 
cotton, corn and other cereals are well known 
to even those who have but a superficial knowl¬ 
edge of Texas. The soil is alluvial, and may be 
classed black sandy loam. The valley enjoys 
comparative immunity from overflow. 

The prairie in both divisions of the county is 
black waxy, tenacious and very strong, requir¬ 
ing no fertilizer and practically inexhaustible, as 
attested by the yield on farms which have been 
in cultivation for forty consecutive years. This 
soil is best adapted to the growth of grain. 

The bottoms of the three Bosques and the sev¬ 
eral creeks that traverse the county are very sim- 







ilarin soil and fertility to that of the Brazos, but 
partake more of the waxy character of the 
prairies. The timbered region has a sandy with 
a clay sub-soil, peculiarly adapted to orchard 
culture, also producing a good yield of cotton 
and the cereals. 

TIMBER. 

The “Lower Cross Timbers’* enter on the 
north-west, following the trend of the Brazos to 
Waco and some miles below, crossing the river 
and passing out through the south-eastern part 
of the county. This belt of timber has an aver¬ 
age width of from ten to fifteen miles, inter¬ 
spersed at irregular intervals with small prairies. 

WATER. 

The Brazos, flowing through the entire length 
of the county, the Bosque, with its three springs, 
and twenty creeks in the western and twelve 
creeks in the eastern division, make McLennan 
well watered. Drinking water is readily obtained 
from springs and surface wells. The average 
depth of wells is thirty feet. 

CLIMATE AND HEALTH. 

The mean elevation above sea level is 650 feet. 
The creeks and rivers are remarkably free from 
swamps. The dry northers drive away mias¬ 
matic poison, and the Gulf breezes, ladened with 
ozone, promote health, neutralizing the cold of 
winter and reducing the summer heat. 

The average temperature for ten years is 69 
degrees. The average rainfall for ten years is 
33.40 inches. 

FINANCES. 

Bonded indebtedness, $92,800 twenty years at 
6 per cent, against which is an accrued Sinking 
Fund of $7,886.45 drawing 6 per cent interest. 
The treasurer’s report shows $27,469.31 on hand 
for current expenses. Taxation is nominal. 
General county revenue 12 cents. Bond and 
Bridge 15 cents and Sinking Fund 6 cents on the 
one hundred dollars. 

McLennan is the fourth richest county in the 
State in taxable values. 










The accompanying table .shows its steady 
growth in material wealth. 

.. 

lbbo . 12,157,215 

12,620,984 
15,087,890 


1886 

188“ 

1888 


ISSg. 15,204,802 

. 15,528,560 

IsoV.. 17, 091,2S6 

ibyi .. 19,434,654 

SUMMARY. 

McLennan has an area of 1,083 square miles 
and a population of 39,136. Almost its entire 
acreage is good arable land, two thirds of which 
is under fence, while only one fifth is in cultiva 
tion. 

Farming is the chief industry. The average 
yield per acre compiled from State Agricultural 
Report: Corn, 27 bushels, cotton. 205 pounds 
lint; wheat, 12 bushels; oats, 35 bushels. Or¬ 
chard and garden truck yield good returns to the 
husbandman. 

Stock raising constitutes an important branch 
of industry. The stock raised are mostly of the 
improved breeds. 

Six railroads pass through the county, bring¬ 
ing every section into close communication, giv¬ 
ing outlet to the markets of the world. 

Improved lands from $10 to $100 per acre de¬ 
termined by proximity to Waco, railroad facili¬ 
ties and the improvements thereon; unimproved 
from $2 to $15 per acre. The average taxable 
value of land is $9.09 per acre. 

1 here are fifty-five public schools exclusive of 
Waco and McGregor. The average school term 
is 120 days. 
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WACO. 

Tb e G*eyser (£ity of Texas. 

Why is Waco called the Geyser City of Texas? 
Because of its artesian wells and phenomenal 
heat of their waters. 

Why is Waco the Geyser City of America ? It 
has the greatest number of overflowing wells of 
any city on this continent, and can show a well, 
whose daily output, initial pressure and heat ex¬ 
ceed that of any in America or Europe. 

The first well overflowed March 10, 1889 and 
the sixteenth was developed Feb. 13, 1892. 
Neither has affected the flow of the other. The 
minimum distance apart is fifty feet, the maxi¬ 
mum is four miles. Minimum diameter is six 
inches; maximum ten inches; minimum depth, 
1708 feet; maximum, 1865 feet, mean, 1810 feet. 
Minimum temperature, 96 degrees F., 
maximum, 106 degress F., mean, 103 
degrees F. Minimum initial pressure 
to the square inch. 40 pounds; maximum, 85 
pounds; mean, 60 pounds. Minimum daily out¬ 
put, 200,00U gallons, maximum, 2,500,000 gal¬ 
lons; mean, 600,000 gallons. 

ANALYSIS. 

Silica, 1.3456, Alumina, trace; Iron Sesquiox- 
ide, 1.493; Sodium Chloride, 6.0267; Sodium and 
Potassium Sulphates, 23.9583; Sodium Carbonate 
and Bi-Carbonate, 20.6587; Calcium Sulphate, 
.0000; Calcium Carbonate. 1.1579; Magnesium 
Carbonate, .8432. Total solids by calculation, 
53.8201. 

Probably no event of such far reaching effect 
has occurred in the history of Waco, as the dis¬ 
covery of hot water and the development of a 
number of artesian wells, phenomenal in heat, 
output and initial pressure, * 

Captain J. D. Bell, with an unusual display of 
perseverance and commendable zeal, tapped the 
hot reservoir 1830 feet below the surface and the 





crystal fluid gushed forth in large volumes. 
His unexpected success inspired confidence, oth¬ 
ers followed suit and to-day Waco can boast of 
sixteen overflowing artesian wells, the most re¬ 
markable on two continents. The water is soft 
and almost chemically pure, the minerals held 
in suspension are imponderable and without 
taste. It is used for mechanical and domestic 
purposes. It possesses remedial properties 
equal to any of the thermal springs of America. 

City Health Office, ) 
Waco, Texas, March 1, 1892. j 

Col. S. H. Pope, Secretary Board of Trade, Waco, Texas. 

Dear Sir:— In reply to your request for my 
professional opinion of the character of the arte¬ 
sian water furnished the citizens of Waco, and 
my official report of the mortality of the city, it 
affords me great pleasure to say that 1 regard it 
the purest and healthiest water that any city en¬ 
joys. While pure and healthful, it possesses re¬ 
markable remedial properties. 

I have watched with deep interest for the past 
three years the effect of this artesian water sup¬ 
ply upon the health of the city. A comparison 
of the death-rate in former years, with that of 
the period mentioned, confirms the assertion of 
its purity, healthfulness and medicinal proper¬ 
ties. Its beneficial results are experienced both 
in drinking and bathing. 

Eliminating deaths from infantile diseases 
largely dependent upon bad nutrition, Waco en¬ 
joys the phenomenal low death-rate of ten per 
1,000. Yours truly, 

F. W. Burger, M. D., 
Acting Assistant Health Officer. 

I fully endorse the above. 

David C. Jones, M. D. 

LOCATION. 

"Waco is situated on a series of hills overlook¬ 
ing the Brazos. The hills terminate on the west 
in a broad plateau at an elevation of from 150 to 
250 feet above the banks of the river. The 
Brazos divides the city, but is J spanned by a free 









THE PARK NATATORIUM AND BATH HOUSE NOW OPEN AND READY FOR BUSINESS. 



THIS CUT BEPKESENTS THE JMATATuitiuM BUILDING. 


In this building there is a pool for swimming 35 x 75 , and 3 ^ to 7 feet deep. In addition to this, there is a 
department each for ladies and gentlemen, equipped with the Finest Tub, Needle and Vapor baths known, includ¬ 
ing sweat and cooling rooms, ino^e desiring treatment such as they get at Hot Springs, can be accommodated. 
This elegant Natatorium is situateo on the crest of the hill Overlooking Padgitt’s Park, accessible by electric cars. These 
r J vc > r< «>■ he <•* ty at intervals of ten minutes. TOM PADGITT, Proprietor. 















































































































































































THE TOM PADGITT WELL, j 



Diameter, 6 inches; depth 1, 865 feet; temperature, 
•104 degrees F. ; initial pressure, 70 pounds to the square 
inch; daily output 800, 000 gallons. 

This is the well that feeds the Park Natatorium and 
drives the machinery of the Tom Padgitt Saddle and 
Harness Factory. See cut on next page. 

CHAS. T. YOUNG, M. D., 

CONSULTING PHYSICIAN AT NATATORIUM, 

WACO, - - TEXAS. 






















‘fom • Padgitt, 

MANUFACTURER OF 

^addJe^ and J-f arnc $$. 

JOBBER SN 

Saddlery Hardware, Leather, Saddle Trees, 

Boot and Shoe Findings, 

CARRIAGES AND BUGGIES. 


WACO, - TEXAS. 



Tom Br oil:. : he is familiarly called, is the 
pioneer s:;oc : : r nd fairness merchant in Texas. 
He set noon the ifORSK, worked at the bench, 
and : in ; f;hr healings and strict attention 
t v : < me, alter the labor of twenty- 

five ye ; : ; ,1c proprietor of the most exten¬ 

sile Saddlery, Harness and Leather house in 
Texas. 







suspension bridge, which furnishes easy commu¬ 
nication between the eastern and western divis¬ 
ions. The Brazos affords excellent drainage and 
in addition, two creeks flow through the city. 
This natural drainage is supplemented by a sys¬ 
tem of sewerage, which is being extended to 
meet the wants of a growing city. It is the cen¬ 
ter of a rich agricultural district and may be 
truly said to be the literary, commercial and po¬ 
litical metropolis of thirty-three counties and 
one of the best distributing points of the whole 
state. 

POPULATION. 

i Waco has a population to-day of 22,500 souls. 
This is believed to be a conservative estimate, 
based upon the scholastic census of 4,447, ren¬ 
dered last year, and a house-to-house canvass 
made recently by Messrs. Morrison & Fourmy, 
who are now preparing a City Directory. 

While the major part of the population are de- 
scendents of old Texans and immigrants from 
the older Southern States, yet there are a num¬ 
ber of representative citizens from the North, 
East and West, which make the general tone of 
society sufficiently cosmopolitan and all mingle 
harmoniously together socially and commer¬ 
cially. 

PUBLIC WORKS*. 

Waco has all the appliances of the modern 
city. A paid Fire Department with a volunteer 
corps attached, paved streets, cement sidewalks, 
a gas and two electric companies, reducing the 
cost of light to a minimum; two electric street 
car systems, penetrating all parts of the city. 
There are two water systems, with an aggregate 
supply of hot artesian water, approximating 10,- 
000,000 gallons per day. 

The generous rivalry existing between the 
several companies, water, light, and railways, 
redounds much to the advantage of the public. 

BUSINESS. 

Waco is the largest interior cotton market in 
the State. The wagon receipts will approximate 
55,000 bales, receipts by rail wijl reach 70.000 
bales, making a total for the current year 125,- 
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UOO bales. There are three compresses which are 
kept busy during the cotton season. It is the 
entrepot and supply depot of a rich and exten 
sive trade territory, well populated by a thrifty 
husbandry and dotted with a number of growing 
towns and villages. Compiling the opinions of 
the leading merchants, the volume of business 
last year, covering all the lines of wholesale and 
retail merchandise, manufactures, lumber, cot¬ 
ton, grain, wool, hides and live stock may be 
placed at $20,000,000 in round numbers. 

There are four National, two State, one pri¬ 
vate and two savings Banks, with an aggregate 
capital of $1,825,650. 

The monthly bank clearings from January 2, 
1891. to January 3, 1892, as made up by the 
clearing house, are as follows: 

January. $ 7, 353, 355.58 

February. 5. 324,420. 79 

March. 4,386,027.11 

April. 3,851,977,50 

May. 5,221.705.93 

June. 3,718,817.80 

July. 3,489,838.40 

August. 3,280,733.19 

September. 6, 736,092.18 

October. 11,248,190.26 

November. 9,531,958.81 

December. 10,131,295.10 

Total for the year. 74,274,401.65 

FACTORIES, 

Waco cannot be said to be a manufacting cen¬ 
ter. Yet there are many industrial plants that 
are well worthy of special note. The Slayden- 
Kirksey Woolen Mills are the largest in the 
South and do not suffer by comparison with 
the mills in the East. The Stephenson Mattress 
and Bedding Factory does an extensive business. 
Padgitt’s Saddle and Harness Factory is the 
largest in the State. There are probably fifty 
or fifty-five other minor industries which yield 
good returns upon the capital invested and the 
labor employed. 

RAILWAYS. 

The railway facilities are good and the several 
competing lines afford choice of route to the 
markets of the world. Two trunk lines enter 
and pass through. The Missouri Kansas & 



















Texas and the St. Louis & Southwestern. It is 
the terminus of the Texas Central, §Iso of the 
Bremond Branch of the Houston & Texas Cen¬ 
tral and West Point Division of the San Antonio 
and Aransas Pass railways. 

FINANCES. 

The total bonded indebtedness of the city is 
$531,500.00, twenty and thirty years at 6 
and 5 percent., against which it has an accrued 
sinking fund of $ 71.500 00 
Total rate of taxation is $1.68 on the $100, di¬ 
vided as follows: Current revenue, 70 cents; 
sinking fund, 54 1-2 cents; schools, 22 cents; fire 
department, 15 cents; hospital, 11-2 cents and 
school house (colored) 5 cents on the $100. 

TAXABLE VALUES. 


1885/..$4,380,346 

1886 . 4,745,476 

1887 . 5,196,267 

1888 . 5,771.741 

1889 ... 7.161,905 

1890 .'. 8:327,951 

1891 . 10 , 641,814 


'these figures are reported on a basis of 66 2-3 
cents on the dollar of market value. They are 
creditable to Waco and show its steady and con¬ 
servative growth. 

EDUCATION. 

The public schools of Waco are as good as 
any in the State, and have for a decade been the 
pride of the city. They are conducted upon the 
most improved and approved p ans, fostered by 
the city council and patronized by the whole 
population. 

The Baylor University is the largest and best 
known institutions of learning in the State. It 
has been in successful operation for forty-six 
years. Adapting itself to the wants of Texas, it 
has grown into departments of Literature, Art, 
Music, Theology, Oratory and Commercial. 

During the past scholastic year 705 students 
were in attendance and the enrollment of the 
present to date, justifies the belief that it will ✓ 
surpass that of any preceding year. 

The Waco Female College has a successful 
history of thirty-five years, and is no less popular 

















and prosperous than at any time during its career. 
Jt is now presided over by Prof. M. Thomas 
Edgerton. 

The Catholic Church also conducts a large 
school, under the management of the Sisters of 
Saint Mary, and is doing its full share toward 
educating the youth of the city and the State. 

The Commercial College of Baylor University 
is prominent among the educational institutions 
of the city and is doing a grand work in prepar¬ 
ing young men and young ladies for the business 
walks of life. Its equipments are first-class, its 
course is thorough and complete. Presided over 
by professor E. E. Cam mack assisted by a corps 
of competent, practical teachers, the school-room 
represents a miniature business world. 



The Commercial College of Baylor University, 
E. E. CAMMACK, Proprietor, Waco, Texas. 


R. H. KINGSBURY. F. H. KINGSBURY. 

KINGSBURY & KINGSBURY, 

UAjPs.'W, LAND j&lISTTD collections. 
WACO, . . - TEXAS. 

W. W. LA RMO UR, 

ARCHITECT, 

WACO, -* - TEXAS. 

Public Buildings a Specialty. Correspondence Solicited. 


DAVID C. JONES, M. D., 

PHYSICIAN AND SURGEON, 

WACO, TEXAS. 

IRjQlCIFTG hotel 


Terms $2.5© AND $3.00 PER DAY. 

O. 'W. ZE3TG OIKL TF’x-ojp., AxT slcso, Texas. 
CAFE ATTACHED. OPEN DAY AND NIGHT. 



















success 

THE MEASURE OF ABILITY. 


U 


OpH T. BATTLE. 


Real (Estate, 

y\f clg o, - - X cxap. 


Waco, the Central City of Texas, Noted 
for Education, Refinement, Busi¬ 
ness and Health. 


Address all communications in regard 
to purchase, sale or rent of property, to 

JOHN T. BATTLE, 

Waco, Texas. 








